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Advertisers  read  this  “I  enclose  il  00  on  account,  and  de- 
sire to  keei^iuy  advertisement  in  Nnnilstna  for  the  present. 
1 adr.rfiscd  nawhert  eht,  and  have  done  wore  business  in  coins 
last  year  than  ever  before,  all  through  the  little  adrertisewenls  I gave 
you."  Ferguson  Haines,  BIdJeford,  Maine,  February  27, 
IbTS. 


AMERIC.VN'  JOURN.AI,  OF  NUMISMATICS, 

Price,  12.  per  volume.  In  advance.  Jf.kkaiiah  Coi.RURN,  18 
S^mersei  street,  Boston  Mass. 


c.anadian  antiquarian  and  numismatic  journal, 

I’ubllsbed  iumrterly,  at  $1.50  per  annum,  pay  In  advanoe. 
Sabscrlptlons  received  by  Oeo.  Holmes,  Bos  1,310,  Montreal. 


THE  CURIOSITY  CABINET. 

Published  by  Wii.  P.  Brown,  dealer  In  Postage  and  Revenue 
Stamps,  Coins,  etc.,  145  Nassau  street.  New  York, 


J.  W.  HASELTINE, 

1225  Chestnut  street.  Philadelphia  Pa.,  dealer  In  Coins,  Medals 
Curiosities,  Postage  Stamps,  etc.  Auction  Sales  of  Coins. 


EDWARD  COGAN, 

408  State  street.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Auction  Sales  of  coins  and 
medals.  Oldest  dealer  In  Coins,  Medals  and  Curiosities. 


J.  COLVIN  RANDALL, 

laaSChestnutstreet,  Philadelphia.  Pa..  Gold,  Silver  and  Cop- 
per  Coins.  Silver  Coins  of  any  date  a Specialty. 


S.  K.  HARZFFLD,  NUMISMATIST, 

I Times  Building,  cor.  Chestnut  and  8th  Streets,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  (.’atalugues  sent  gratis  on  application. 


HENRY  0.  S.AilPSON,  Cor.  Broadway  and  Fulton  Sts.,  N.  Y., 
Dealer  In  American  Coins  and  medals,  rare  stamps.  Centen- 
nial comblnallon  printing  presses,  etc. 


GEO.  M.  F.LI.IOTT,  48  CENTRAL  ST.,  I.OWELL.  MiSS. 

Rare  Coins,  Continental  Paper  Money,  Rare  Bo»ks,  Town  His- 
tories, and  genealogies  of  Families. 


BANGS  Si  CO., 

739  and  741  Broadway,  New  York, 
.Auction  Sales  of  Books.  Bronzes,  Coins,  etc. 


MERCER’S  Natural  History  Store,  Cincinnati,  o.  Indian 
and  Aloiind  relics,  old  Coins,  Minerals,  Fossils,  Books  relat- 
ing to  .America  Stale  Surveys,  etc.  Price  list  for  stamp. 


■Collectors  who  will  forward  their  names  and  address  to  X 
Y.  Medal  Club,  Isaac  F.  Wood.  Acluary,  (it  Madison  Ave.,  N. 
Y.,  will  receive  circulars,  etc,,  gratis. 


FOR  SALE— A large  quantity  of  American  Sliver,  dollars,  half- 
dollars,  quarters,  dimes,  and  half-dimes,  ranging  from  1784 
to  the  present  date.  ALso  foreign  coins,  ancient  and  modern' 
.Address  Box  1064,  New  London,  Connecticut. 


W.  ELIOT  WOOdW.ARD,  238  Dudley  street,  Boston,  Mass,  .Amer- 
ican Numismatic  llierauire  a specialty.  Books,  Catalogues 
Circulars,  etc.  ' 


.A  private  collector  wishes  to  purchese  rare  Issues  of  Continen- 
tal and  Colonial  Paper  Money,  for  which  the  highest  cash 
prices  will  he  paid.  Address.  X.  Y.  Z.,  Care  of  Nnmlsma 


W.aNTED.— Medals,  Tokens,  Badges,  etc.  of  General  Grant- 
also  Presidential,  political,  and  pieces  of  personal  and  bio- 
^ayhical  character,  relating  to  America.  Address,  Isaac  F. 
Wood.  64  Madison  ave..  New  York. 


W.aNTED.— For  a private  collection.  Military  order  Medals 
War  Medals,  and  siege  pieces.  In  gold,  silver  and  bronze’ 
Address  “Nunilsm.a.”  ' ' 


fe.  H.  i H.  CHAPM  AN,  Importers  of  Ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
Coins;  dealers  In  American  Coins  and  Medals.  2043  Tower 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


JOHNC.  SCHAFER. 

Dealer  In  rare  American  Gold  aad  Stiver  Coins,  71  Devonshire 
Street,  Boston,  Mass.  ' 


CHAfl.  L.  STAKE, 

24  Maple  St.  Dayton,  O.,  Dealer  In  U.  9.  Coins.  My  large  cata 
loguo  for  1879  Is  now  ready;  Price  15c  postage  paid. 


COINS.— For  price  llstaddress  Fred.  E.  Elder,  Sheffield,  Iowa. 


CHA8.  RITTMF.YER,  166  Eagle  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  wishes  to  buy 
for  his  own -0011601100,  U.  8.  copper  coins,  and  to  sell  his  own 
duplicates  In  copper  and  sliver. 


WANTED. — Rare  dollars,  half  dollars,  quarters,  dimes,  half 
dimes,  cents,  half  cents,  pattern  pieces;  wanted  Numlsmatle 
works,  especially  such  as  relate  to  American  Coinage  Ad- 
dress, Ed.  Frossard,  Numismatist,  Irvington,  N.  Y. 


Wanted.— 4th  of  .Inly,  Cincinnati  1876,  Centennial  Medal  $4 
cash;  address  Ed.  Frossard,  Irvington,  N.  Y. 


FERGUSON  HAINES, 

Blddefor.l,  Me  .,  has  a choice  assortment  of  American  coins  ol 
all  dates  at  reasonable  prices ; correspondence  solicited. 


Mahon  Sl  Co.,  Coin  Dealers,  (Esiablislied  I860,)  No  143  North 
Tenth  9l  . Philadelphia.  Pa.  Mammoth  Illustrated  catalogue 
showing  value  of  all  coln.s,  23c. 


CHA9.  STEIGERWAI.T,  130  E.  King  9t.  Lancaster,  Pa  Old  and 
rare  coins  bought,  sold,  and  exi-baugeJ.  Collections  purchas- 


C.  H.  Bechtel,  P.  0.  Box  77  New  York,  dealer  In  Continental 
Colonial  and  Corporation  Notes,  U.  9.  Currency;  Confede-ate 
S'atc  Notes,  Fonds,  etc.  Collections  catalogued 'for  auction" 


W.ANTED.— Complete  set,  or  any  odd  numbers  or  volumes  of 
the  “.American  Journal  of  Numismatics,''  bound  or  un- 
bound, In  exchange  for  rare  U.  S.  coins,  or  cash  lu  advance. 
Q.  W.  Oetst,  Topton,  Berks  Co.,  l‘a. 


W ANTED.— Varieties  of  Connecticut  cents  for  ray  private  col- 
lection, Ed.  Frossard,  trvlngton,  N.  T. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  MERRITT  SALE. 
( Concluded. ) 

284  179*)  Fine  impression,  wi'h  milling  very  wide 
under  the  date.  Struck  on  n thin  plau- 
ehet,  desirable.  5 25. 

265 From  the  same  dies  ns  last,  of  brilliant  red 

color.  Very  fine,  though  not  strictly  un- 
circulated. 4 55. 

28G  1796  Liberty  and  date  very  good,  hair  rubbed. 

R Very  fair.  better  specimen  of  this 
rare  date  is  very  seldom  offered.  29  00. 
2H7  1797  Well  struck,  wide  milling.  Fine.  5 25. 
288  1800  Head  with  fillet  to  right.  Fine,  red- 
dish. 1 30. 

290  1802  Struck  over  1800,  ns  nil  the  half-ceuts  of 
this  date  nre.  Fine  for  dnte,  and  desira- 
ble. 5 00. 

299  1810  Good  impression.  1 30. 

301  1811  Fine  for  date.  4 00. 

307  1828  12  stars.  Fine  uncirculated  impression, 
dark  red.  2 75. 

311  1831  Brilliant  proof.  Rare.  10  00. 

313  1833  Brilliant  proof.  Rare.  2 87. 

315  1834  Proof,  fine.  Rare.  2 85. 

320  1836  Brilliant  proof.  Rare.  11  50. 

321  1837  ii.\LF-CF.NT  wonrH  of  ruiiE  coppfu.  Fine, 

* uncirculated.  Scarce.  65. 

322  1840  Brilliant  proof,  original  obv.  and  rev. 

Rare.  8 00. 

323  18-41  Brilliant  proof,  stars  connected  on  left, 

mint  restrike  of  original  obv.  with  rev. 
of  later  date.  Rare.  5 70. 

324  1842  Brilliant  proof,  same  reverse  ns 

Rare.  6 00. 

325  1843  Brilliant  proof,  same  reverse.  Rare. 

326  1844  Brilliant  proof,  same  reverse*.  Rare. 

327  1845  Brilliant  proof,  same  reverse.  Rare. 

328  1846  Brilliant  proof,  same  reverse.  Rare. 

329  1847  Brilliant  proof,  same  revers  *.  Ra-re. 

330  1848  Biililnnt  proof,  same  reverse.  Rare. 

:181  1849  Proof,  slightly  finger-marked  on  obverse; 

small  date;  original  reverse  Rare.  6 00. 
336  1852  Dark  proof.  Rare.  6 25. 

840  1855  Proof  imj)!*!  ssion.  Scarce.  1 20. 

343  1856  Pro<)f  imi.)r(‘s.sion ; .slight  spot  on  field. 
1 37. 

3r6  1857  Proof  impression.  Scarce.  1 75. 


Inst. 

75. 

75. 

75 

75. 

75. 

90. 


TWO  R.VRE  C0I.ONl.Vti  COINS. 

349  1785  nnirNF  coiu  mhi.v.  Libeity  seated  on  a 
|)edestal  holds  in  her  right  hand  a flag, 
tho  staff  of  which  is  surmounted  with  a 
liberty  cap;  in  her  out.strc'ched  left  the 


scale  of  justice.  R nov.v  con.stf.ll.vtio. 
The  All-seeing  eye  within  a glory  of  rays 
and  thirteen  stars.  Bold  impres.siou, 
finely  preserved.  I'en/  rare.  22  50. 

850  1786  iMiiFNis  coLUMui.v.  Liberty  seated  on  *a 
globe;  otherwise  similar  to  preceding. 
R Shield  with  e pliiribcs  fnfm;  nearly 
proof;  a beautiful  coin,  with  per- 
fectly milled  I'im.  Kccessicehj  rare. 
53  00. 

THE  END. 


IRREGULARITIES  AT  THE  PHIL- 
ADELPHIA MINT. 

For  a long  time  the  most  serious  charges 
have  been  made  by  well  informed  parties 
against  the  gross  irregularities  which  charac- 
terize the  distribution  or  sale  of  pattern 
pieces,  and  even  of  the  regular  issues  of  our 
national  coinage,  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
In  an  article  reproduced  without  comments 
from  the  “Nation”  which  appears  in  the  Jan- 
uary number  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  it  is  charged  among  other 
things  that  while  the  printed  rules  of  the 
mint  provide  that  specimens  shall  be  presen- 
ted yearly  to  the  various  Numismatic  societies 
of  the  country,  it  has  lately  been  the  custom 
of  our  mint  officials  to  refuse  all  applications 
from  societies,  while  the  pieces  arc  liberally 
distributed  among  members  of  Congress,  and 
friends  of  mint  officials.  Of  the  numerous 
pattern  dollars  issued  between  the  years  1869 
and  1874,  none  were  even  placed  in  the  gov- 
ernment collection,  while  in  some  mysterious 
manner  they  were  oft'ered  at  enormous  prices 
to  responsible  collectors  through  outsiders  in 
collusion  with  mint  officials. 

Mr.  S.  K.  Harzfcld,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
appears  to  have  made  some  very  pertinent 
inquiries  into  the  subject  of  unlawful  and 
secret  issues  of  rare  coins  at  the  mint, 
thus  expresses  himself  strongly,  but  we  be- 
lieve justly,  on  page  18  of  his  coin  catalogue 
.sale  of  Dec.  7,  1S78,  the  remarks  bearing 
particularly  on  the  issue  of  tho  1878  Morgan 
and  Barber'.s  designs  of  dollars  ollered  by  him 


at  that  sale.  “These  patterns  form  but  an- 
other leaf  in  the  disgraceful  story  of  the  mis- 
management of  the  United  States  mint.  In 
other  countries  the  mint  is  the  centre  from 
which  numismatic  knowledge  emanates.  In 
this  country  the  mint  abhors  numismatic  in- 
terests. It  serves  to  coin  money,  to  be  run 
as  a political  machine  and  to  be  abused  by  a 
certain  class  of  its  officials.  It  is  a rule  of 
the  mint  that  patterns  shall  be  sold  during 
the  year  of  issue;  but  this  year  the  sale  of 
the  Barber — Morgan  dollars  was  refused  by 
the  mint,  while  parties  connected  with  that 
institution  in  a clandestine  manner,  sold  these 
patterns  at  enormous  prices.” 

In  an  article  on  old  American  coins  which 
appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Times,  Jan.  6th, 
1879,  wc  find  the  direct  charge  that  the  best 
counterfeits  of  American  coins  are  not  the 
production  of  uscrupulous  coin  dealers,  but, 
strange  to  say,  have  been  fraudulently  restruck 
from  the  genuine  dies  by  former  employes  of 
the  Philadelphia  mint.  It  is  therein  charged 
that  the  dollars  of  1801,  1802,  1803,  1804, 
1838,  1851  and  1852;  the  quarters  dollar  of 
1827,  and  valuable  pattern  coins  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  have  in  this  way 
been  issued,  cheating  at  the  same  time  the 
United  States  Government  and  credulous 
coin  collectors. 

That  gross  irregularities  have  in  the  past 
existed  in  the  Philadelphia  mint,  is  a point 
conceded  by  even  the  mint  authorities, 
Whether  they  take  place  at  the  present  time  or 
not,  is  a question  which  ought  to  be  solved 
by  proper  investigation  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  instance,  if  need  be,  of  the 
principal  numismatic  societies  of  the  country. 
Our  numismatic  societies  ought  and  are  in 
duty  bound,  tor  the  honor  and  credit  of 
America’s  coinage,  to  which  they  give  so 
much  attention,  and  in  which  their  members 
invest  so  much  money,  to  demand  a proper 
and  thorough  investigation.  But  numerous 


complaints  have  already  been  made  without 
avail,  and  even  the  voice  of  the  press  has 
been  powerless.  In  an  administration  so 
complex  in  its  details  as  the  United  States 
mint,  and  in  which,  after  admission  to  office, 
individual  honesty  is  seldom  questioned,  the 
total  eradication  of  the  evil  will  not  take 
place,  in  spite  of  the  now  probable  though 
tardy  action  of  the  Numismatic  Societies, 
Am.  journal  of  Ntun  , April,  1879,) 
or  of  any  possible  Congressional  investiga- 
tion, until  pattern  pieces,  like  proof  sets,  arc 
openly  sold,  at  fixed  rates,  and  to  anybody 
applying  for  them,  during  the  entire  year  of 
their  issue.  The  adoption  of  this  simple  rule 
must  put  an  end  to  the  secret,  illegal,  and 
dishonorable  trafic  in  pattern  pieces,  that,  wc 
have  reason  to  believe,  is  even  now  taking 
place,  from  day  to  day,  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint.  

A MEDALET  OF  yEFFERSOiV DA  VIS. 

We  lately  saw  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Wm.  P. 
Brown,  in  New  York,  a medalet  of  Jefterson 
Davis,  the  late  president  of  the  Confederacy. 
The  owner  of  the  piece,  who  had  left  it  with 
Mr.  Brown  for  sale  at  a very  high  price,  af- 
firmed that  the  token  is  unique,  but  could  or 
would  not  give  any  details  concerning  its  his- 
tory, except  that  it  had  been  in  his  possession 
for  many  years,  and  is  an  authentic  piece. 
The  following  is  a description  of  the  same: 
Obv.  Bare  head  of  Davis  to  left;  legend,  in 
curving  line,  Jefferson  Davis;  under  the 
bust  c.  R.  Rev.  In  curving  line.  Our  P'ikst 
President;  the  date,  1861,  in  centre,  within 
a wreath  of  olives;  border  milled  and  slightly 
raised;  gold;  size  11  1-2,  American  scale. 

Monograph  of  U.  S.  Cents  and  Half 
Cents,  xvith  9 plates  of  Cents,  1-2  Cents,  and 
rare  Colonial  Coins;  published  by  Ed.  Pros- 
sard  at  82.50  per  copy ; edition  limited  to 
250  copies.  No  more  plates  will  now  be  for- 
warded until  the  descriptive  part  is  completed, 
when  descriptions  and  plates  will  be  sent 
together. 


N U M I S M A . 

ED.  FROSSARD,  IRVINGTON,  N.  Y. 

EcS-iloi"  iicl  JPnro^^i'ieloj-'. 

Price i?crs.  fee  corv.  - socrs.  pee 
ADTEBTISEMEKTS,  LIMITED  TO  S LiyEH,  25c.  each  insertion. 

— j 

ON  A COIN  OF  NAPOLEON  BONA- 
PARTE. 

■'VriUeu  tor  "Nuniisnia." 

The  eun  iB  glorious  noir,  bright  as  It  shone  ' 

At  Austerlltz,  irheu  with  a ringing  cheer  ; 

Thy  legions  dashed  aside  the  Cossack’s  spear,  i 

And  shook  the  Austrian  ruler’s  glided  throne. 

Beneath  thy  brow,  what  rlctorles  hare  grown  | 

On  Egypt’s  sands,  where  Alpine  snows  rise  drear,  ! 

■Where  swift  Italian  rivers  murmur  clear,  j 

And  o’er  the  Rhine  from  heaps  of  crumbling  stone!  i 

The  nations  trembled  at  thy  muttered  name,  , 

And  Kings  made  desperate  battle  with  thy  might; 

They  knew  It  tolled  the  death-knell  of  their  sway— - 
They  had  no  quarrel  with  thy  noble  fame, 

6ave  that  it  showed  each  great  souls  deathless  right,  i 
To  rise  above  them  to  a grander  day. 


THOs.  s.  Collier. 


MAXIMILIAN,  HIS  COINS  AND  MED- 
ALS. I 

I 

The  Coins  and  Medals  of  Ma.\iniilian,Kinpc- j 
ror  of  Mc.xico,  e.xtend  over  so  short  a period  as 
to  make  it  apparently  an  easy  matter  for  col- 
lectors to  secure  more  or  less  complete  scries, 
and  hence  such  coins  and  medals  have  gen- 
erally brought  at  the  sales  a higher  price  than 
would  have  been  e.xpeclcd  of  coins  of  the 
day.  The  short  career  and  melancholy  fate 
of  the  Hapsburg  prince  so  interested  the 
mass  of  society,  that  many  persons,  who  had 
no  special  interest  in  coins,  and  never  pur-i 
chased  them, were  glad  to  secure  some  pocket- 1 
piece,  struck  in  Mc.vico,  during  the  Empire,  : 


making  the  interest  in  these  coins  more  ex- 
tensive than  may  be  generally  supposed. 

As  w’ell  as  Mexican  there  are  a number 
of  Medals  that  were  struck  in  Europe. 

Referring  first  to  the  coins,  we  find  them 
to  consist  of  the  $20  gold  piece,  silver  dollar, 
half  dollar,  ten  cent,  five  cent  and  copper 
cent.  Of  these  the  gold  piece  is  of  greatest 
rarity.  The  design  is  the  same  as  the  dollar, 
but  the  dies  were  better  finished  and  the  im- 
pressions are  generally  sharp  and  perfect. 
They  are  infinitely  scarcer  than  any  of  the 
coins,  with  one  exception.  It  is  only  with  the 
utmost  search  that  they  are  met  with  in  Mex- 
ico in  whatever  condition. 

Following  in  order  of  rarity  we  have  second: 
The  cent  struck  only  in  1864  at  the  Mexico 
mint, a coin  rarely  lound  in  a condition  suitable 
for  collections,  and  whose  existence  has  until 
recently  been  unknown  to  many  collectors. 
Ob.  Crowned  Mex.  Eagle  and  serpent  perched 
on  the  nopal.  “Imperio  Mexicano.”  Rev. 
“l  centavo  1864,  M.”  Wreath. 

Third.  The  half  dollar  struck  at  Mexico, 
1866.  We  have  not  seen  any  of  any  other 
date  nor  of  any  other  mint. 

Fourth.  The  five  and  ten  cent  pieces  struck 
in  1864,  1865  and  1866,  positively  at  t;i3 
mints  of  Mexico,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis  Po- 
tose  and  Zacatecas,  and  probably  as  well  at 
some  or  all  of  the  smaller  mints. 

Fifth.  The  dollar,  1866  and  1867,  which 
we  have  noticed  from  the  mints  of  Mexico, 
Guanajuato  and  Potose  in  1866,  and  after- 
wards in  Mexico  only.  As  the  Mexican  dol- 
lar has  always  been  an  article  of  export  from 
that  country,  it  results  that  there  is  a Max- 
milian  dollar  of  i860  which  is  common,  and 
the  only  very  common  piece  licalcd  of  in  this 
article. 

There  is  a Mo.  dollar  1866,  of  extreme 
rarity,  which  has  been  known  to  very  few  per- 
sons until  recently.  In  the  Am.  Jour,  of  Nu. 
for  April,  1879,  there  appears  an  article  copied 


from  a Phila.  paper  written  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Na- 
gle, giving  an  account  of  the  breaking  clown 
of  the  first  dies  and  the  ominous  fact  that 
only  35  pieces  were  successfully  struck,  and 
that  Maximilian  was  shot  at  the  age  indicated 
by  this  number  of  pieces;  and  also  that  one 
ball  pierced  the  forehead  exactly  where  the 
flaw  appeared  in  the  die.  This  story  in  all 
its  details  is  not  known  to  the  numismatists 
of  Mexico,  but  they  do  know  that  such  a die 
did  go  to  pieces  after  a few  dollars  were 
struck,  and  that  subsequent  dies  were  far 
inferior  to  it  in  workmanship.  Impressions 
from  the  first  die  are  eagerly  sought  for  by 
those  who  know  of  them  and  they  would 
bring  high  prices  here.  They  are  recogniza- 
ble from  the  legend  on  the  Ob.  which  is  in 
shorter  letters,  the  surface  proof  or  approxi- 
mately so,  and  the  temple  of  the  effigy  much 
depressed.  The  Rev.  is  generally  better 
struck,  and  shows  the  die  to  have  been  care- 
fully finished.  This  is  the  exception  made 
above  in  speaking  of  the  gold  piece. 

Taking  up  the  Mexican  medals,  we  have 
first  to  call  attention  to  one  size,  13  1-2  bear- 
ing date  1863,  which  leads  the  van  in  point 
of  time.  During  that  year  there  was  a junta 
formed  comprising  many  Mexicans  Vvho  were 
leaders  in  wealth  at  least,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  formation  of  the  Empire,  and  placing 
Maximilian  on  the  throne,  of  which  this  medal 
is  commemorative.  Ob.  “Maximiliano  de 
Auslria”  a head  to  left,  (which  did  not  in  the 
least  resemble  him.)  Rev.  “Junta  de  los 
notables  Mexico  6 de  Julio  1863 — (Date  of 
resolution  or  invitation)  Brass — This  piece  is 
noticed  in  Am.  Jour.  Nu.  Vol.  XIII  Page  22 — 
It  has  probably  never  appeared  in  any  Ameri- 
can sale. 

The  other  medals  bearing  the  bust  of  Maxi- 
milian, 8 in  number,  w'cre  all  designed  by 
Navalon  and  some  were  also  engraved  by  him, 
who  is  still  charged  w'ilh  the  medal  depart- 
ment and  the  national  collection  of  Coins  at 


^ the  City  of  Mexico.  Those  medals  were  to 
be  struck  for  distribution  and  in  the  hope  of 
strengthening  the  Empire  thereby.  They 
were  practically  the  preliminary  pattern 
pieces,struck  in  silver  and  copper  only  (except 
the  first  which  is  only  in  copper)  as  follows; 

Size  29 — Ob.  Head  to  right  “Maximiliano 
Emperador  de  Mexico  “Rev.”  Honor  a la 
juventud  Estudiosa;’’  wreath. 

Size  290b.  same.  Rev  “A1  merito  cientifico 
y Artistico;  ’ oak  and  laurel  wreath.  These 
two  medals  are  so  rare  that  they  never  have 
been  offered  at  a sale  in  the  U.  S.  it  is  believ- 
ed, and  only  one  of  the  former  and  two  of  the 
latter  are  known  to  exist  here. 

Size  9.  Ob  “Maximiliano  Emperador”  head 
to  right.  Rev.  in  oak  wreath  “A1  merito 
civil.”  With  and  without  ring. 

Size  9.  Ob.  same  Rev.  in  laurel  wreath  “A1 
merito  militar.” 

These  small  medals  are  equally  rare. 

Size  t8.  Ob.  Head  to  left,  “1865  Maxi- 
milian P'mperador.”  Rev.  Virgin  of  Guada- 
lupe, “Non  fecit  talitur  onmi  natione.” 

Size  21.  Ob.  “1866  Maximiliano  y Carlota 
Emperadores.”  Their  heads  accolated  to  left. 
Rev.  same  as  size  18. 

Size  21.  Ob.  Head  to  right.  “Maximil- 
iano Emperador.”  Rev.  In  wreath  of  oak 
leaves,  “A1  merito  civil.”  With  and  without 
ring. 

Size  2 1.  Ob.  same  as  preceding.  Rev. 
In  laurel  wreath,  “A1  merito  militar."  With 
and  without  ring.  (See  illusiration.') 

The  four  medals  last  mentioned  have  ap- 
peared in  a few  sales. 

There'is  another  medal  belonging  to  the 
Maximilian  period  designed  for  distribution 
in  the  government  schools  size  23  1-2,  copper 
and  silver,  by  Vivier.  Ob.  “A  la  aplicacion 
premio  de  honor” — winged  figure  seated  on 
clouds  recording  in  open  book,  Rev.  In 
wreath  “La  autoridad  Politica  de  Mexico" — 

01  the  Alcdals  struck  in  Europe  we  have 
noticed  the  following: : 


Large  copper  medal  by  Wurdcn,  size  43, 
Ob.  Heads  accolated  “Maximilien  Lmpereur 
Charlotte  Impcratrice”  Rev.  Appcles  par 
le  voeu  du  people  a faire  le  bonheur  du 
Mexique.  A Miramar  le  10  Avril  1864.” 

Size  22  Copper  gilt  with  ring — Ob.  Head 
to  right  “Maximiliano  Emperador”  Rev.  “A1 
merito  Militar.”  Laurel  wreath. 

Size  21  Copper  with  ring,  by  K.  Falot,  Ob. 
Head  to  right  “Maximiliano  Emperador”  Rev 
“A1  mento  militar.”  Laurel  wreath. 

Size  221-2  Copper  with  ring,  by  Stern,  Ob. 
entirely  different  head  to  left.  Same  inscrip- 
tions. 

Size  21  1-2  Silver  with  ring,  by  G.  T. 
Head  similar  to  lastand  to  left.  Same  inscrip- 
tions. 

Size  10  Silver  with  ring  Ob.  Head  to  right. 
Same  inscriptions. 

Large  mortuary  medal  by  A.  Kleebcrg  in 
white  metal.  Ob.  Head  to  right  “Maximilian 
I.  Imperator  Mehicorum”  Rev.  Tomb,  &c — 
“Natus  6 Julii  1832,  19  Junii  1867,” 

And  finally  the  small  mortuary  medal  in 
white  metal  and  copper  gilt  size  14  1-2  Ob. 
head  to  right  “Maximilian  I Kaiser  von  Mex- 
ico.” Rev.  “Geb.  6 Juli  1832,  19  Juni  1867” 
and  the  arms  from  the  reverse  of  the  dollar 
but  reduced  in  size. 

OKDEKS. 

A brief  notice  of  the  orders  of  the  Mexican 
b'mpire  may  be  of  interest.  They  consist  of 
the  Order  of  the  Mexican  Eagle,  the  order  of 
our  lady  of  Guadalupe,  and  the  Order  of  San 
Carlos,  conferred  by  Carlota  only  on  ladies, 
and  principally  on  her  dames  d’  honneur. 
The  order  of  Guadalupe  was  established  by 
Yturbide  in  1822,  temporarily  re.suscitated  by 
Santa  Ana  in  1853  to  1855  and  again  revised 
by  Maximilian  who  decorated  several  per- 
•sons  with  the  order  a day  or  two  after  his  ar- 
rival at  the  capital  on  June  12,  1864  and  af- 
ter grand  mass  at  the  church  oi  Guadalupe. 


The  large  plaque  of  the  order  of  the  Eagle 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  its  class.  It 
contains  a large  number  of  rubies  and  em- 
eralds in  two  concentric  circles,  size  22  in 
diameter,  around  a central  gold  plate  on  which 
is  laid  the  eagle  in  gold.  Exterior  to  the  jew- 
els extend  outward  silver  rays,  making  the 
whole  spread  size  60,  with  their  upper  surface 
cut  into  innumerable  brilliants.  No  legend. 

The  Guadalupe  plaque  is  slightly  smaller, 
i all  silver  fire-gilt  without  any  jewels.  Central 
portion  consists  of  a superposed  Maltese 
cross  lying  on  a wreath.  Centre  of  cross  con- 
sists of  a representation  of  the  Virgin  of 
Guadalupe  surrounded  by  “Religion”  Inde- 
pendencia  “Union.”  Wings  of  cross  in  nation- 
I al  colors  of  Mexico — i.  e.  red,  white,  and 
! green — all  in  enamel  and  gilt. 

The  2d  badge  of  the  Eagle  is  a silver  gilt 
eagle  standing  on  nopal  of  green  enamel,  the 
whole  suspended  from  a silver  gilt  crown, con- 
taining jewels  represented  in  enamel,  and 
ring — the  whole  size  45x25,  weight  about 
2 1-2  oz.  The  emblems  of  the  order  are  a 
green  centre  3-5  of  width  with  red  borders 
each  1-5  of  whole  width. 

The  3d  badge  of  the  Eagle  is  a smaller 
eagle  in  silver.  In  other  respects  the  same. 

The  2d  badge  of  the  order  of  Guadalupe  is 
a silver  gilt  enameled  Maltese  cross  resemb- 
ling the  central  cross  .of  the  plaque,  but 
smaller,  with  the  same  central  figure  and 
legend. 

The  3d  is  the  same  but  smaller. 

The  .tth  is  very  small  about  size  16  in 
length,  in  solid  gold.  In  other  respects  the 
same. 

The  badge  of  the  order  of  San  Carlos 
consists  of  a Roman  cross  with  silver  body 
enameled  white,  with  a smaller  concentric 
green  cross  with  the  word  “Huinilitad”  in 
gold  letters  in  the  horizontal  bar  of  the  lat- 


TiiK  Numismatic  and  Archaclogical  So- 
ciety of  New  York  held  its  twenty-first  annual 
mcctin<^  on  the  26tli  of  March  last,  at  their 
rooms,  Mott  Memorial  Hall,  64  Madison 
Avenue. 

The  annual  address  by  the  president,  fol- 
lowing the  usual  interesting  proceedings,  such 
as  reading  of  orignal  papers  by  members, 
etc.,  was  on  this  memorable  occasion  supple- 
mented by  his  presenting  to  the  society  a 
magnificent  silver  vase,  filled  with  fragrant 
flowers,  afterwards  distributed  to  the  mem- 
bers, and  with  the  inscription  engraved  on 
one  side  : “To  tiik  N,  and  A.  S.  on  its 

Twenty-First  Birthday,  by  its  President, 
Charles  h'.  Antiion,  L.  L.  D. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  meet- 
ing, the  following  resolution  was  ofiered  by 
IMr.  I.  F.  Wood,  and  was  unanimously  adop- 
ted: 

Resolved,  That  in  accepting  the  beautiful 
memento,  presented  this  evening  by  our  Pres- 
ident, we  do  heartily  join  in  the  spirit  of  fra- 
ternal comity  with  which  it  is  given,  and  rec- 
ognize in  its  character  and  mode  of  useful- 
ness, a most  fitting  and  graceful  means  of 
annually  calling  to  mind  at  future  reunions, 
the  value  which  we  must  ever  set  upon  the 
past  services  of  Dr.  Charles  Pi.  Anthon  to 
this  society,  and  the  sciences  it  endeavors  to 
foster. 

The  fo. lowing  gentlemen  were  then  elected 
as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

President,  Charles  E,  Anthon,  L.  L.  D.; 
Vice  Presidents,  Ale.xander  Balmanno,  Dan- 
iel Parish,  Jr.,  P'rederick  dc  Peyster;  Secre- 
tary, William  Poillon;  Treasurer,  Benjamin 
Betts;  Librarian,  Isaac  1'.  Wood;  Curator, 
Richard  H.  Lawrence. 

The  Amcr.  Arch,  and  Num.  Society  of 
New  York,  is  at  present  established  on  the 
firmest  foundation  and  is  in  a v’ery  flourishing 
state,  During  the  last  year  many  have  be- 
come identified  with  its  interests,  while  others 
arc  being  gradually  drawn  to  the  charmed 
numismatic  circle.  Wc  arc  sorry  to  note  the 


withdrawal  ol  Mr.  I'.dward  Groh  as  Curator  of 
the  Society.  I'rum  its  incipient  state  in  1858 
until  now,  he  has  faithfully  filled  the  position, 
and  under  his  care  the  cabinet  of  the  society 
! has  gradually  grown  from  a few  common  cents 
to  a collection  embracing  thousands  of  choice 
and  rare  specimens. 

Mr.  Groh  is  followed  by  our  energetic  and 
talented  young  friend,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Law 
rence,  whose  cpialifications  lor  the  position  the 
nominating  committee  were  remarkably 
prompt  to  discover,  as  he  only  became  a mem- 
ber two  or  three  months  ago. 


COIN  SALES. 

March  3-8.  At  Clinton  Hall,  New  York, 
the  Schieffelin  Collection;  catalogue  by  Scott 
& Co.;  3,005  lots.  Beside  the  fundamental 
errors  pointed  out  in  our  last  issue,  the  cata- 
logue possessed  other  radical  defects  which 
condemn  it  altogether  in  the  eyes  of  collec- 
tors. The  descriptions  as  regards  state  of 
preservation  were  altogether  too  flattering  to 
the  coins.  This  was  about  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  those  who  attended  the  sale; 
poor  and  barely  fair  coins  being  described 
as  fine  and  very  fine.  2d.  The  number  of 
counterfeits  among  the  gems  of  the  collec- 
tion; for  instance.  No.  1005  “one  ot  the  gems 
of  the  collection” — an  electrotype  from  a 
gold  coin;  No.  1084  “one  of  the  rarest  coins 
in  the  collection” — a cast,  worth  25c;  No. 
1086,  formerly  the  gem  of  Sir  Edward  Tem- 
ple’s collection — a forgery;  No.  1258,  very 
rare — an  altered  piece;  No.  2094,  “to  which 
particular  attention  is  called” — a counterlcit. 
Still  another  point  is  that  in  spite  of  the  as- 
surances given  in  the  preface  “that  they  (the 
coins)  have  all  been  faithfully  described,” 
etc.,  the  undertakers,  when  questioned  on 
that  point  before  the  sale,  by  a reputable  coin 
connoisseur,  would  not  guarantee  any  piece 
in  the  sale.  The  distinction  between  “a  gen- 
uine 'coin”  and  “a  coin  faithfully  described,” 


our  dulled  intellect  fails  to  perceive.  Will 
the  learned  Englishman  who  presides  over 
the  destinies  of  the  13th  Department  of  his 
nuscellaneous  busines.s  enlighten  us  in  the 
next  issue  of  his  “Monthlv  Pap  for  Numis- 
matic Babe.s”? 

March  ii.  American  and  Foreign  Coins 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Catalogue  bv  S.  H.  Mor- 
gan, Esq.  375  lots. 

March  14.  Coins  and  Medals;  ancient  and 
moderm  Harzfelds  4th  sale;  sold  bv  Bangs 
& Co.,  656  Broadway,  New  York.  710  lots. 

March  IS.  Coins  and  Medals  sold  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  Catalogue  by  Henrv  Cook,  Esq 
3t7lots.  ' 


lection  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins  and 
medals  of  Michael  Moore,  Esq.,  of  Trenton 
Falls,  N.  \ . Tn  cataloguing  the  ancient  coins, 
Mr.  Cogan,  with  an  honesty  of  purpose  and 
a modesty  which  others  would  have  done  well 
to  imitate,  had  every  piece  examined  by  the 
most  competent  authorities,  and  withdrew  at 
the  request  of  the  owner  of  the  collection 
evei\  piece  on  which  rested  the  least  suspic- 
ion. Purchasers  can  therefore  feel  assured 
that  whatever  they  buy  here  is  genuine.  The 
assortment  of  ancient  and  also  of  modern 
foreign  coins  is  one  of  the  finest  ever  offered 
in  the  United  States. 


Mat^h  25.  Sale  of  Continental  and  Col- 
onial Paper  Money,  U.S,  Government  Scrip, 
and  Confed.  Notes  an- 1 Bonds,  Catalogue 
by  C H.  Bechtel,  Esq.  Sold  by  Bangs  & 
Co.,  656  Broadway.  At  this  sale  the  U S 
fractional  currency  brought  very  high  prices! 


March  27.  Sale  of  Coins  and  Medals  th, 
property  of  the  late  J.  E.  Barratt,  Esq.,  o 
Je  erson,  N.  V.  Catalogued  by  Dr.  C.  E 
raser,  Jr.  Sold  at  Bangs  & Co.  70S  lots. 
March  27.  American  and  Foreign  Coin* 
and  Medals,  catalogued  by  Scott  & Co;  sole 
by  Messrs.  Leavitt.  529  lots. 


Between  ^fay  25  and  June  loth,  we  shall 
offer  at  Bangs  & Co.,  New  York,  a collection 
of  ancient  and  modern  coins,  American  and 
foreign,  the  property  of  an  amateur.  The  col- 
lection numbers  veiy  many  fine  specimens  of 
Roman  bronze,  remarkably  fine  foreign  cop- 
per coins,  many  desirable  U.  S.  silver  and 
copper  coins.  Colonial  coins,  and  a very  full 
selection  of  Me.vican  and  South  American 
coins.  We  ask  our  friends  to  accord  us  their 
support  in  this  sale,  and  to  send  their  orders 
through  us  or  any  reputable  dealer  in  New 
York  or  Philadelphia. 


March  ir~April  2.  W.  Elliot  Woodward’s 
2 1 St  sale;  the  Bowdoin  collection;  sold  at 
Bangs  & Co.,  New  York.  2359  lots.  A val- 
uable catalogue. 


April  \^,  Coins  and  medals  sold  at  Phil- 
adelphia by  Thomas  Birch  & Sons.  578  lots. 

p>  u 30.  American  and  foreign  coins  sold 
at  I ittsburgh,  Pa.  Catalogue  by  D F 
Henry;  225  lots. 


COMING  SALES. 

-May  1st  and  2d,  at  Bangs  & Co.,  739  and 
741  Broadway,  New  York,  Mr.  Ed.  Cogan  j 
Will  offer  the  large,  fine,  and  well  known  col-j 


ALBERT  BARRE. 

Albert  Barre,  the  official  engraver  of  the 
French  mint,  born  Afay  6th,  1S18,  died  at 
Paris,  Dec,  29.  1S78,  From  1803  to  1843, 
Tivolier,  father  and  son  held  the  position.  In 
1843  the  elder  Barre  .succeeded  and  held  the 
position  till  1 85 5,  when  he  was  followed  by 
his  son,  lately  deceased.  Albert  Barre  was 
the  designer  of  all  French  coins  struck  since 
1855,  beside  being  employed  by  Brazil,  South 
Am.  Rep.,  Switzerland.  Ikigium  and  Greece. 
Specimens  of  his  work  .are  found  in  the  cab- 
inet of  every  collector  throughout  the  world. 


